
From the Principal 
The last week of term was packed with 
activity including Colours Awards featur-
ing former student guest speaker Jim 
Hickey and our Sportsman’s Dinner fea-
turing former student guest speaker and 
Black Caps’ Manager - Mike Sandle.  On 
the first Sunday of the holidays Anna 
Mace assisted with our party of seven 
junior students to four days at Camp 
Lasalle where they joined peers from our 
two brother schools.  I am grateful for 
the efforts of all staff who mobilised 
these events.	
!
In the first week of the term, our senior 
students were sitting practice examina-
tions and wakeup-call reports will be 
sent home soon.  It is important to en-
courage your sons to make the best of 
NCEA by studying with a vengeance and 
tackling the exams with determination.  
Last year we were delighted with our 
boys’ increased “stickability” in remaining 
in the NCEA examinations assisting each 
other to resist the urge to leave early on 
the assumption that near enough was 
good enough.  Our results were certainly 
the better for the increased self control. 	
!
It was a treat to host fondly-remembered 
Brother Tim Peter in the school this 
week.  Brother was Dean of Boarding in 
the 80’s and Principal here from 
1992-1997.	
!

Our Graduation Dinner will occur on 6 
November.  It was heartening that once 
again, no after-function was held last year in 
line with our requests not to emulate 2011.  
Given the festive nature of the dinner no 
risk-riddled additional celebration should be 
necessary and should there be a repeat, the 
school will seriously consider having no 
dinner in 2015. 	
!
Our PTA does great work in representing 
all parents in offering feedback to the school 
management and raising precious funding to 
purchase items that enhance students’ edu-
cation.  From their recent donation we have 
purchased: 	
!

•	
 one iPad	

•	
 one laptop	

•	
 a reading table and chairs	

•	
 storage units	

•	
 a bluetooth speaker	

•	
 a walkie-talkie set for sports	

•	
 eight tramping packs	

•	
 12 adventure racing packs	

•	
 two tents	

•	
 a video camera	

•	
 ten power supply units	

•	
 two gazebos for sports 	

•	
 one set of waka ama paddles. 	

 	


This is an impressive list of items that we 
are most grateful for, benefiting nine aspects 
of our curriculum. 	
!!
St John Baptist de La Salle – Pray for us	

Live Jesus in our hearts – forever	

Martin Chamberlain - Principal!

Francis	  Douglas	  Memorial	  College

!
Important 

Dates !
Monday	  27	  October	  

Labour	  Day	  

School	  closed	  

!
Thursday	  6	  November	  

Leavers’	  Mass,	  
Prizegiving	  and	  

GraduaEon	  Dinner	  

!
Monday	  10	  

November	  NCEA	  
Exams	  begin	  

!
Year	  9	  and	  10	  exams	  

also	  begin	  

!

Old	  Boy	  and	  
Weatherman	  	  

Jim	  Hickey	  

at	  our	  recent	  Colours	  
Assembly	  

Paid Union Meeting 
On the afternoon of Monday 17 No-
vember, members of PPTA will at-
tend a meeting in Stratford during 
the afternoon.  Because senior stu-
dents will have gone for NCEA ex-
aminations by then and numbers will 
be fewer, the junior students will be 
taught by the remaining staff who are 
not PPTA members.  As a conse-
quence, the school will not close for 
the afternoon.  Students are expect-
ed to attend and buses will run as 
usual.!
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Colours Assembly 
Recipients were:	

Jordie Barrett, Liam Bernet, Van-
shay Bindra, Logan Clarke, Louis 
Coetzee, Jack Earp, Enele Fidow, 
Lachlan Fisher, Patrick Fisher-
Evans, Joshua Fitzsimons,	

Beauden Fleming, Joshua Flynn, 
Alton Gondipon, Cormac Griffin, 
Max Hall, Ryuki Han, Cole 
Hareb, Ryan Hawken, Patrick 
Hay, Timothy Headey, Andrew 
Hockey, Callum Hurley, Thomas 
Kalin, Dù Plessis Kirifi, Eli 
Kneepkens, Connor Lindsay, 
Eliot Lundon Moore,  Alastair 
MacNicol, Michael McKillop, Hen-
ry Miles, Matthew O’Sullivan, Shaun 
Palmer, Tyler Paterson, Olle Polson, 
Louis Poole, Corbin Porteous, Luke 

Reumers, Ryan Sadler, Quin Sorensen, 
Steven Snoxell, Lachlan Stevens, Jayden 
Taylor, Jack Ternouth, Nick Tipler, Tana-

ka Utete, Logan Walsh, Michael Wells, 
Bailey Wisnewski and Karl Wright.	

Congratulations !	
!

Spanish 
The year 9 boys from 9AMA and 
9JCO drove across town to Sacred 
Heart Girls' College for a lesson in 
Merengue a Latin Dance originating in 
the Caribbean.  The boys learnt the 
basic steps without their partners. 
Once they had mastered that, they 
held hands with the girls from Señora 
Roux's Spanish class and danced to-
gether.  They learnt several steps in-
cluding turns and 
spins.  The boys 
did a marvellous 
job and gave it 
their best.  After 
an hour of danc-
ing, all the stu-
dents enjoyed a 
shared morning 
tea before re-
turning to the 
College. Thanks 
to Sacred Heart 
and Señora Roux for inviting us to 
your College.	

Christina Hermanns	

Teacher of Science and Spanish	
!
A letter from our Bishop 
Bishop Charles Drennan recently cir-
culated a letter in line with the synod 
on the family that has just occurred in 
Rome…	

Family Life, Oranga Whanau, and the 
Synod in Rome 
One thing we all have in common is fami-
ly life. Love it or struggle with it, one’s 
family to a very significant degree shapes 
who we are. Part of becoming an adult is 
the awareness that the perfect family 
does not exist. Some even endure deep 
hurt within their family yet go on to for-
give, reconcile and heal.	

Both the State and the Church have a 
profound interest in families. The State 

has (or should have) a deep concern 
about the formation and education of a 
new generation of citizens, and the 
Church, in addition to these concerns, 
supports families as witnesses to love, 
protectors of human dignity, incubators of 
faith and agents of compassion in an 
often broken world. Little wonder then 
that in our parishes, schools and Religious 
Orders we often use the term “family” to 
describe ourselves.  
Relationships are the heart of families. 
Within marriages we find relationships 
that exist nowhere else: wife, husband, 
spouse, in-laws, wahine marena, tane 
marena, hoa marena, hunaonga. While 
we recognise the existence of many 
forms of family life (and recognise the 
good present within them) as Christians, 
together with people of other faith com-
munities, we uphold the vital importance 
of marriage as the normal foundation of 
families. Just last night I received a call 
from a second cousin asking me to offici-
ate at the celebration of her marriage to 
her partner. They have four children, are 
in their forties and distanced from the 
Church but not from faith. She simply 
said: we want to commit to each other 
totally and ask for God’s blessing on us. 
The basic ingredients of a marriage have 
been recognised and therefore can be 
nurtured and enhanced through God’s all 
pervasive grace.  
A few months ago all Catholics across the 
globe were invited to participate in a 
survey on marriage and family life. It was 
a massive undertaking as part of the 
preparation for a Synod in Rome. Pope 
Francis like all of us is deeply troubled by 
the undermining of stable family life 
(from housing and employment obstacles 
to the trivialisation of relationships). He is 
also acutely aware of the pain felt by 
people whose marriage has ended and 
the unsureness some gay people feel 

about belonging to the Church. The com-
plexity of human nature and of the cir-
cumstances in which can find ourselves, 
set against the ideals rightly treasured of 
marriage and family life, present us all 
with a conundrum or mystery. How can 
we pursue and uphold an ideal (lifelong 
marriage) yet accept and include those in 
situations at variance with that? … I wish 
to take this opportunity to express my 
angst at learning again of the pain that 
many of you have experienced personally, 
or through your children, by feeling that 
you have been judged not to “measure 
up”. We all know that there is right and 
wrong, ideal and less than ideal, and we 
want that; without certitudes a society 
soon collapses. But we also know deep in 
our hearts that the Church is the one 
place that should be big enough to hold 
ambiguity, difference, brokenness and sin.  
I do believe we are, because I have wit-
nessed on numerous occasions both indi-
viduals and communities extending their 
hands and hearts to those who need 
encouragement not judgement. Indeed, it 
is good for us to ask ourselves again: why 
was the Holy Spirit sent at Pentecost? As 
an observer, a kind of UN monitor? Of 
course not. The Holy Spirit was sent as a 
worker and advocate. God’s human 
project was not complete and so the 
Spirit continues to work among, with, and 
for us, leading us inch by inch to truth (Jn 
15: 26; 16:13). Let us be patient with 
ourselves, let us take hope in God’s imag-
ination which is infinitely greater than 
ours, and let us resolve to strive for all 
that is good, true and beautiful. 	

 
May Mary, Joseph, and Jesus be wel-
comed into all families and homes no 
matter how they may be.	
!
Charles Drennan 	

Bishop of Palmerston North	
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2014 FDMC Sports Awards 
Athletics - LF Walsh Challenge Cup 
for Senior Champion - Simon French. 	

Basketball - Siffleet Family Trophy for 
Rookie of the Year - Matthew O’Con-
nell, Crowley Family Cup for Most 
Outstanding Team player - Truman 
Edwards, Dobson Trophy for Best De-
fence Player - Owen Griffiths, Dennis 
Toon Trophy for Most Improved Player 
- Ziah Taumoepeau, Kent Mori Cup for 
Senior A Captain - Louis Coetzee, 
Andy Cowie Trophy for Most Valuable 
Player - Louis Coetzee, Joseph Riardan 
Trophy for Most Outstanding College 
Basketballer - Louis Coetzee.	

Cricket - D’Ath Family Trophy for 
Most Valuable Bowler - Jordie Barrett, 
Kirk Family Trophy for Most Valuable 
Batsman - Quin Sorensen, Fleming 
Trophy for Most Improved Player - 
Bailey Wisnewski, Bolstad Trophy for 
Most Valuable Player - Jordie Barrett, 
Peter Stachurski Cup for Most 
Promising Player in First XI - Luke 
Dravitzki, Br Peter Smyth Trophy for 
Contribution to Cricket - Matthew 
O’Sullivan.	

Cycling - George Wharehoka Cup for 
Oustanding Senior Cyclist - Joshua 
Fitzsimons.	

Cross Country - Br Tim Trophy for 
Champion - Nick Tipler	

Hockey - Landrigan Cup for the 
Hockey Captain - Quin Sorensen, Br 
Tim Trophy for Development as a 
Player - Jackson Mitchell, Bedford Tro-
phy for Most Valuable Contribution to 
Hockey - James Heerdegen, King Tro-
phy for Team Award - Isa Butler-Math-
er	

In-Line Hockey - Beardman Trophy 
for Greatest Contribution to In Line 
Hockey - Andrew Langslow, Ravens In 
Line Hockey Trophy for Most Out-
standing Player Award - Callum Hur-
ley.	

Multi Sport - Maclean Family Trophy 
for Oustanding Performance - Senior 
Adventure Racing Team.	

Rowing - Most Outstanding Perfor-
mance - Corbin Porteous.	

Rugby - Keinzley Cup for Outsanding 
First Season in the 1st XV - Brendon 
Dent, Michael James Milham Trophy 
for Sportsmanship - Thomas Kalin, 
John George Cup for Most Points in a 
Season - Eli Kneepens, Crawford Cup 
for Most Valuable Player - Dù Plessis 
Kirifi, Kane Paltridge Memorial Trophy 
for Most Outstanding Player - Jordie 
Barrett.	

Rugby League - Wackrow Trophy for 
Greatest Contribution to Rugby 
League - Enele Fidow. 	

Sailing - Port Taranaki Trophy for Ju-
nior Sailor of the Year - Anthony Van 

Hameren, Fitzroy Yachts Trophy for 
Senior Sailor of the Year - Sam Street.	

Snowboarding - Kelly Barclay Trophy 
for Best Overall Snowboarder - Char-
lie George.	

Golf - Barrett Family Cup for Golf 
Open Championship - Jordie Barrett.	

Football - Crow Cup for Outstanding 
First Season in the 1st 11 - Ben 
Moore, FDMC Football Cup for Most 
Improved Player - Thomas Wright, Hall 
Cup for Outstanding Contribution to 
Football - Tim Headey, FDMC Football 
Trophy for Player of the Year - Ryan 
Hawken, Hareb Cup for 1st 11 Players’ 
Player - Ryan Hawken.	

Surfing - Simon Deken Trophy for 
Most Outstanding Performance - Sam 
Lock.	

Swimming - Quintas Challenge Cup 
for Senior Champion - Michael McKil-
lop.	


Small Bore Rifle Shooting - Ingle-
wood Small Bore Rifle Club Trophy for 
Champion - Mitchell Moratti.	

Tennis - Moore Cup for Senior 
Champion - Beauden Fleming.	

Waka Ama - Toa Waka Ama Trophy 
for contribution to Waka Ama - Po-
laiùamea Kirifi	

Interhouse Trophies 
Swimming - TP Winter Cup - Solomon	

Athletics - William Butler Memorial 
Cup - Solomon	

Cross Country - FDMC Trophy - 
Solomon	

Football - Powell Trophy - Solomon	

Rugby - MS Walsh Trophy - La Salle	

Basketball - Miles Benton Trophy - 
Solomon	

Winning House - Solomon	
!
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Term 1 
Monday 2 February – Thursday  
 2 April 
 (Good Fri = 3 Apr) 
Term 2 
Monday  20 Apr – Friday 3 July 
Term 3 
Monday  20 July – Friday 25  
 September 
Term 4 
Monday  12 October – 14  
 December

East End Surf Opening Day:  
Sunday 26 October 
Opening day is this Sunday !
26 October.  10.00 am to 1.00 
pm.  Junior surf caters for boys 
and girls from 7 to 13 years with 
an emphasis on learning skills 
and safe techniques in the surf. 
Those 14 years and over get to 
train as qualified surf lifeguards 
as well as participate in a variety 
of surf sports.!!

Uniform 
The uniform shop is now selling new 
caps and ties. Caps are $18.00 and ties 
are $26.00.!

Congratulations to 
Corben Le Breton 
who recently won the 
NZ championships for 
U14 Men in the 10km 
Kayak series of Canoe 
Racing New Zealand.  
Corben won the se-
ries overall, as well as the Champs for his 
age group and starts competing in the 
Sprints next, with Champs in February 
2015.

Studylink 
Apply on line at 

www.studylink.govt.nz 
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